
�ere has been considerable disagreement 
about the means to best to conserve the 
natural environment, particularly since 
WW2.  Some have believed that success 
might be achieved through AoNBs, National 
Parks and other protected areas; targeting 
speci�c species and habitats for protection; 
market mechanisms; or applying market 
values; various Government strategies and 
interventions.  Some of these approaches 
have been successful but sometimes resulted 
in unintended consequences.  Agricultural 
changes have led to extensive loss of �ower 
meadows, resulting in the extinction of 
many species of bees, others being under 
severe threat, and the whole group is 
su�ering.  �e drive to cultivate these 
meadows has led, paradoxically, to the loss 
of the essential bee function of pollinating 
a large proportion of our native food crops.  
Not, perhaps, an insoluble problem but one 
that will bring about a series of unintended 
consequential changes

Appreciation of the variability and role 
of organisms within any habitat, their 
degree of dependence, and their particular 
niches within each ecosystem (and between 
ecosystems of varying complexity) and 
their dependence on climatic and edaphic 
factors is now subsumed in the concept 
of biological diversity.  Each species has a 
relationship with others in a food chain.  
Each has an important niche role that is 
integrated into an essential network of 
organisms, from the large and obvious 
plants and animals through a whole range 
of ‘minibeasts’, plants, fungi, and bacteria 
etc.  Each organism has a part to play in 
the health and survival of each distinctive 
landscape.

“�e variability among living organisms from 
all sources……..includes diversity within 
species, between species and ecosystems”.

�is de�nition was adopted by the 1992 
Convention on Biological Diversity.  �e 
Convention is now signed by some 190 
states and the E.U. �e U.K’s current 
strategy for improving the state of the 
biological environment is set out in 
“Biodiversity 2020”, a strategy which 
encompasses community understanding and 
positive engagement.  It is the stimulus for 
Nature Improvement Areas (NIA), designed 
to restore declining species and habitats 
which have contributed so much to iconic 
landscapes such as the chalk grassland of the 
South Downs, itself a supported NIA.

Such is biological diversity. Removing by 
development, carelessness, or ignorance 
some link in this chain of interdependence 
risks unintended consequences, possibly the 
collapse of an ecosystem, often with the loss 
of natural bene�t to man.  More of this to 
come in future editions.

�is is a scene-setting article to introduce 
a series on what should be the concern 
of everyone but particularly Downsmen 
people.  We will be connecting these articles 
with the society Facebook page and would 
encourage a dialogue through this.  It is 
hoped that you may challenge/correct/add 
to these articles.  We hope we can share 
knowledge and views, all of which will help 
to achieve the community element of the 
biodiversity strategy by embracing views, 
questions and observations from members.  
We hope the outcome may develop another 
strand of SDS concern for the South 
Downs, but only time and your interest will 
tell.

Ian Elliott, June 2015

Nick Herbert is the re-elected Conservative MP for Arundel and South 
Downs.  Here he tells us his thoughts on issues a�ecting the South Downs. 
Will you seek to protect the national park authorities from budget cuts?
I’m afraid that it is necessary to make savings, so it will be more 
important than ever that the South Downs National Park Authority 
spends every pound of public money wisely.  Of course it needs core 
funding, but in covering such a large area the success of the National 
Park Authority was always going to be as an enabler and partner rather 
than a body which could possibly fund everything itself.

Will you seek to increase the opportunities for national parks to 
bene�t from targeted sources of funding such as Local Enterprise 
Partnerships?
There are indeed opportunities here.  The West Sussex Rural Partnership 
is part of the Coast to Capital LEP and can help to ensure that the South 
Downs have a fair share of the substantial resources which have been 
allocated for economic development.  For instance I’ve been working 
with them over how to secure better rural digital access.  We can’t allow 
a digital divide whereby the towns have superfast broadband but some 
rural areas can barely get broadband at all.

Will you enhance the protection against major development in 
national parks with stronger legislation?
National Parks already have the highest level of landscape protection, 
and there’s a presumption against major development.  The 
Government’s Planning Practice Guidance says that planning permission 
should be refused for major development in a national park except in 
exceptional circumstances and where it can be demonstrated to be in 
the public interest.  I’m open to evidence that this is insu�cient, but it 
looks like a sensible balance to me.

Will you invest in public transport, walking and cycling to, from and 
within national parks?
I’m a big fan of initiatives to promote cycling and routes to the National 
Park, and I’m pleased that the Government has provided funding for this 
in the South Downs.  I recently visited one route under construction from 
Barnham Station to Slindon on the edge of the Park.  I hope that we’ll see 
a lot more of this kind of thing which will help to promote access to the 
Park.

Will you seek to ensure that every school child is given an 
opportunity to visit a national park?
Many of the schools in my constituency are either in, or have sight of, 
the South Downs.  I think it’s great if school children who don’t have that 
privilege are given the opportunity to visit the countryside.  I’m very 
supportive of children getting out of the classrooms and their boots 
muddy so that they can see the real countryside and learn about it.

Why do the South Downs matter to you?
As the MP for Arundel & South Downs, representing a rural constituency 
of some 250 square miles, half of which is in the National Park, the South 
Downs are bound to matter to me.  I’m proud to represent such a special 
constituency and I’m determined to protect it.  I live in Arundel and love 
walking on the Downs, which I do regularly.  I think those of us with 
current responsibility for this wonderful area have a duty to protect it for 
future generations.

What do you see as the key opportunities and challenges for the 
national park over the next decade?
I think the key challenge is to ensure that this unique landscape is 

protected.  There are quite a number of current threats to it.  For instance 
the drive for renewable energy has led to a surge in applications for 
large scale solar farms, but I think these can really spoil the landscape.  
Another example is the Forest Enterprise plan for holiday lodges in 
Houghton Forest.  These might provide recreation, but it’s a completely 
inappropriate development which will transform this natural woodland 
to become a suburban-style theme park.  Often these are di�cult 
decisions because they’re about competing priorities, but the whole 
point of designating the South Downs as a national park was to protect 
them, with an overriding duty to conserve the landscape.

How do you view the prospect of major highway investment in the 
national park?
An upgrade of the A27 is essential, including an Arundel bypass.  At the 
moment there’s terrible congestion, forcing tra�c to rat-run through the 
historic town of Arundel and through the South Downs, causing great 
damage.  Storrington has one of the worst levels of air pollution in the 
country.  I think the South Downs and its villages will bene�t from the 
upgrade and the bypass, so this is an example of a development which 
should be allowed, and opposition to it is mistaken.  Much of the A27 
already runs through the National Park, including at Arundel.  A beautiful 
bridge over the Arun could enhance the landscape.  We’ve done that 
kind of thing historically, and the French do it now.

What view do you have on the prospect of wind farms in the 
national park or fracking beneath it?
I’m not aware of any plans for wind farms on the South Downs, at least 
in my constituency, and I don’t think they would be appropriate for this 
special landscape.  The Government is giving communities more local 
control over wind farms as well as ending subsidies for new ones.  I was 
pleased when the Government announced an outright ban on fracking 
in national parks.  My principal concern has been about the casual 
industrialisation of the landscape thought the surface activity of drilling, 
for instance thought the lorry movements involved.  There is another 
concern that drilling might still be permitted below the surface in 
national parks, with lateral wells coming across the boundary even if the 
well head is not in the Park.  However, this would be at enormous depths, 
1.5 kilometres (around 5,000 feet) or more.  To put that in context, it’s 
around the height of Ben Nevis or over �fty times below the deepest 
London underground tunnel.  What matters then is that the activity is 
strictly regulated.

Events

GPS Navigator Event
On Tuesday 19th May we held a free event for our members where 
two members of sta� from Cotswold Outdoor, Brighton came along 
to our o�ce in Pulborough to give an introduction on the various 
types of hand held equipment that is available to walkers at the 
present time. �e opportunity was also taken to give our members a 
chance to see them in action.

�ere is a wide range of di�erent machines now on the market, and 
with prices ranging between £80 - £600 it is important to ensure that 
your investment will be one that best suits your needs. Everyone who 
attended found the morning very informative.

We are considering repeating this event and also possibly linking 
up with Cotswold Outdoor to take members, who already have 
navigators, out on a walk so that they can have explained the various 
functions that are available.

If you are interested in either an introduction event or a walk please 
contact Erica Gayler and we will see if there is enough interest to go 
ahead. Please email erica.gayler@southdownssociety.org.uk or call the 
o�ce on 01798 875073.

Sackville College and 
Scotney Castle
Wednesday 23 September

Sackville College is a 
Jacobean almshouse building 
which still has residents. 
We will have co�ee in the 

common room followed by a tour of the building (about an hour). 
After a lunch stop in Tunbridge Wells (about 1½ hours), we go on 
to visit Scotney Castle (National Trust) – tea there.

Five Churches Tour
Tuesday 27 October

Starting from Steyning, the 
�rst church will be West 
Chiltington (alternative 
starting point), then 
Wisborough Green (co�ee 

stop), Lurgashall (lunchstop at Noah’s Ark pub), Tillington and 
�nally Stopham (tea stop at Garden Centre).

Greatham Concert
Saturday 12th September
South Downs Society members are welcome to attend a choral 
concert by Nick Andrews & Friends performing Handel, Britten 
and Arvo Part at Greatham Church on Saturday 12th September at 
5.30pm.

Greatham Church is a Grade 
1 church and its situation 
between the River Arun and 
the South Downs and this 
concert follows one performed 
last August after Nick & 
friends fell in love with the 
church on a bike ride in the 
area. 

Tickets need to be booked in advance to avoid disappointment as the 
church is very small. �ey cost £15 (in aid of the church) to include a 
simple supper and glass of wine, hopefully in the Manor garden. 

Please email or call Rose at Rosalind.Foster@ukgateway.net or 07954 
993 407 for tickets or alternatively Diana at dianavanderklugt@
btinternet.com or 01798 875663.

We do hope many of our members will be able to attend.Bately Lecture, East 
Meon Village Hall
Friday 06 November

We are delighted to have Rob 
Boutle from the Environment 
Agency Planning Team for 
the Solent and South Downs 

for the annual Bately lecture. After co�ee, he will addressing 
whether there is su�cient water in the SE for the large volume of 
new housing currently under construction in our area.

�ere will also be an update of current SDS issues before lunch 
with a short tour of the village afterwards.

2015 Christmas Lunch
�is will take place on Friday 11 December at Tottington Manor, 
near Hen�eld. Booking details in the next Downsman.

Rochester & Cobham Hall
Thursday 27 August

Cobham Hall near 
Rochester is one of the 
largest Elizabethan houses in 
England. As Nicholas Pevsner 
points out “It is a splendid 

mansion and contains much that is architecturally interesting”. 
Although most of the Tudor furnishings have gone, many of 
the Darnley pictures remain. �e �replaces are an outstanding 
collection. It is now a girls’ school. Before our tour in the early 
afternoon (followed by tea) we will have a stay of over two hours in 
Rochester, incorporating lunch with a chance for a short visit to the 
Cathedral and/or the Six Poor Travellers’ House in the High Street. 

�ere will be a co�ee stop at Clacket Lane Services. We will have tea 
at Cobham Hall, leaving at 4.30pm.
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South Downs 
Society 
meeting – 
Norfolk Arms, 
Arundel

Friday 14 November 
A series of very short introductory talks, followed by discussions on 
matters of concern about the South Downs. Buffet lunch at end.

Winchester 
– St Cross 
Hospital and 
Winchester 
College

Wednesday 19 November
The Hospital of St Cross (not a hospital in the modern sense) is a 
living community of elderly gentlemen – the Brothers. On arrival, 
we will split into two groups for coffee and a visit to the very fine 
Norman church, all that remains of the first buildings. Following this, 
we will have guided tours of the other buildings, including the 14th 
Century Brethen Hall. We will then go to the centre of the city by 
coach or take a pleasant walk, less than a mile, along the riverside. 
After lunch, we will have guided tours of the buildings of Winchester 
College followed by tea.

Christmas 
Lunch at 
Petworth 
House
Friday 5 Dec 12 noon for 1pm
This year it will be held in the 
main restaurant at Petworth 
House. Details of menu choices 
etc are set out in the Events 
Sheet.

Rembrandt: 
The Late 
Works at 
the National 
Gallery, 
London

Thursday 8 January 2015 (coach outing)
Following an economic slump in Holland in the 1650s, Rembrandt 
was left bankrupt, forced to sell his wife’s tomb. Yet light still 
prevails in his later portraits, a mix of Dutch grandees and, of 
course, himself.

Weald & Downland Museum – 
Guided Tour
Wednesday 28 January 2015
We have been very fortunate to be offered a guided tour around 
the Museum. Arrive for tea/coffee followed by a comprehensive tour 
and an informative talk (see article on page 4).

Christmas Raffle 2014
Your two books of tickets for this year’s raffle are enclosed – £10 
for a book or £1 a ticket! Buying raffle tickets is one way you can 
support our work. It will ensure that both now, and for generations 
to come, many thousands of people will continue to enjoy the 
peace and beauty of the South Downs. Every contribution is 
needed and very much appreciated.

We have some great prizes this year including a cash prize of £150 
and a night’s bed and breakfast at the Belle Tout lighthouse.

Please return cheques made payable to the ‘South Downs 
Society’ along with counterfoils by Wednesday 3rd December. 
If you do not require the raffle tickets, please pass them on to a 
friend or recycle. Thank you for taking part and good luck!  

Belle Tout Lighthouse B&B for one night is one of the raffle prizes
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Neptune Reawakes
It is 50 years since the National Trust 
launched Neptune, a campaign which 
has saved 775 miles of our coastline 
and they are making special pleas this 
year to support the anniversary with 
further donations.

Within the South Downs they own the 
land around Birling Gap and the Seven 
Sisters (thanks to the Downsmen’s 
1926 e�ort).

A number of celebratory events have 
taken place but there is a further event 
1-5pm on Saturday 5th September. 
This is at Gayles Farm, near Crowlink, 
an open afternoon when admission is 
free to everybody. In the last 30 years, 
the Society has donated various sums 
to the National Trust for projects and 

purchases including:

1989 - £5,000 re: Harting Down

1991 - £5,000 re: Gumber Bothy & 
£10,000 re: Frog Firle Estate (Cuckmere 
Valley)

1995 - £5,000 re: purchase of Devil’s 
Dyke & Saddlescombe

2015 - £33,000 from residue of Jean 
Matthews’ legacy towards conversion 
of dilapidated barn at Saddlescombe 
to an educational facility

With regards to individuals, on Society 
outings about 80% are members of 
the National Trust. So, if you have any 
spare cash, why not support BOTH 
Neptune and the Society - a double 
whammy!

Peter Harris

Finance Committee 
Member
The Finance Committee meets 4 
times a year at the Society o�ce 
in Pulborough to discuss and 
formulate recommendations 
to Council on the Society’s 
�nancial position. We would 
welcome any member who has 
�nancial background who can 
bring further experience to the 
committee’s deliberations.  If 
you would like to know more 
please contact the committee 
chair Patrick Haworth by email at 
m.jpshaworth@btinternet.com

Polo shirts
Why not order one of our new polo 
shirts and show your support for 
the Society? High quality blue polo 
shirts with embroidered South 
Downs Society logo in white.

Available in sizes; 

S (32-34”), M (34-36”)
L (36-38”), XL (38-40”) &
XXL (40-42”)

Price of £15.00 includes UK 
domestic postage & packing. Please 
order on our website or using the 
Activities & Events Booking Form.

Biodiversity: No1 – ‘Starting points’

Birling Gap Sunset © Vivenne Blakey



Open Access Walks
Open access land o�ers walkers an exciting opportunity to explore 
spectacular South Downs National Park landscapes. 

Our series of ten online lea�ets downloadable from the Society’s 
website provide you with all you need to get out and enjoy some of 
these spectacular areas. For each area there is a detailed map that 
shows the sites, a self-guided walk and additional information that will 
help you better enjoy what is on o�er. 

To whet your appetite why not try two contrasting areas - around 
Selborne and the Firle escarpment.

The National Trust manages 267 acres of Access Land around 
Selborne. The largest area, Selborne Common, lies on the hill west of 
the village, while the valley meadows and woodlands of the Lythes 
lie to the east. Discover the magni�cent beech woods and �ower-
�lled meadows that inspired Gilbert White, a pioneering naturalist 
and ornithologist known as ‘the father of ecology’.  His studies and 
best-selling book ‘The Natural History and Antiquities of Selborne’ 
in�uenced Charles Darwin and changed the way we see the world. 
While here you can visit his grave in the churchyard and also the 
museum in the main street dedicated to his life and work.

The walk also takes in Noar Hill Nature Reserve, a patchwork of 
sheltered hollows, formally medieval chalk workings, surrounded 
by a woodland margin with additional habitats of blackthorn scrub 
and rough ground. An ideal setting for the 35 species of butter�ies 
found there including Duke Of Burgundy, Green Hairstreak and Dingy 
Skipper and some woodland species. Another major glory of Noar Hill 
derives from its orchids. In season at least eleven species can be found 
there among many other chalk loving plants. 

A very di�erent area is the Firle escarpment, an extensive stretch of 
chalk grassland on the north facing slopes of the South Downs, a 
Site of Special Scienti�c Interest The diverse �ora includes several 
unusual plants and one that is nationally rare, the early spider orchid. 
Chalk grassland is restricted to the thin rendzina soils of the steep 
escarpment while deeper soils at the foot of the escarpment carry 
mature woodlands. Climb to the summit of Firle Beacon where the 
prominent Neolithic long barrow looks out over Seaford, Newhaven 
and the Channel in one direction and across the Weald to Ashdown 
Forest in the other. 

Robert Self
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Whilst the Society has long established objectives there is a 
need to consider from time to time whether we make best 
use of our limited �nancial and human resources.  Although 
our Strategic and Annual Action Plans guide what we do, I 
feel that we need to ask ourselves whether we are prioritising 
those resources on issues which make the greatest di�erence 
in ensuring that the conservation and enhancement of 
the South Downs remains paramount.  Please send any 
comments you have on this issue to the o�ce.

Although we have now had a National Park for over 6 years 
there are still people who do not know what this designation 
represents.  The National Park Authority do their best to 
make the public aware of what they do but we need to better 
publicise what we do for the National Park so that the public 
are aware of us too.  This is particularly important in the case 
of public authorities who often do not take on board that 
they should have regard to the purposes of a National Park in 
undertaking their statutory functions.  For example the usual 
standard approach is often made on highway issues without 
the e�ect on the landscape being taken into account.

Networking with senior people in these public authorities is 
very much part of the Society’ work as it is only by forming 
good relationships that there is a chance that the existence 
of the National Park will be considered in their programmes.  
Similarly we need to have good relationships with MP’s so 
that when a national issue arises, such as funding for the 
National Park Authority, we can lobby them about it.  We are, 
therefore, writing to all the MP’s whose constituency includes 
part of the National Park to remind them of our existence 
and seek their support for the work that we do.

Robert Cheesman

Planning issues
In the Spring edition of The Downsman 
we pondered whether planning would 
be a hot political issue in the general 
election and we backed the e�orts of the 
Campaign for National Parks (CNP) to press 
its “manifesto” on prospective MPs, seeking 
political commitment to strengthening 
protection for the parks, ensuring a fair share 
of resources and promoting sustainable 
access, particularly among those who haven’t 
previously visited a national park.

We have now seen the Queen’s Speech 
containing the government’s legislative plans 
for the new parliament. It contains nothing 
speci�cally related to national parks but a 
number of proposals which may impact on 
them, including an energy bill which will pass 
responsibility for determining onshore wind 
farm proposals of all sizes to local planning 
authorities – the largest having, for the past 
few years, fallen within the remit of the 
Nationally Signi�cant Infrastructure Projects 
regime. This change should give more power 
to local communities to in�uence planning 
decisions on these sometimes controversial 
schemes. We will, as the Chairman has 
indicated in his Viewpoint, seek to enlist 
the support of our local MPs in in�uencing 
legislation when we believe it will impact on 
the national park.

Talking of CNP, we took the opportunity 
to introduce its newly appointed Chief 
Executive, Fiona Howie, to some of the 
beauty spots and challenges at the eastern 
end of the South Downs on a recent visit. Our 
e�orts to conserve and enhance the national 
park are undoubtedly strengthened by 
our association with CNP and our opposite 
numbers in the other parks around the 
country.

CNP has asked us to keep it posted on 
developments at the extensive piggery 

on the valley slopes above the Adur valley 
near Lancing. Members living or travelling 
locally will be aware of the major impact 
of the farming activities on the landscape, 
visible over long distances. It is generally 
the case that agricultural operations fall 
outside planning controls but a recent 
grant by the South Downs National Park 
Authority of permission to retain �ve tall 
silos at the piggery has been challenged by 
local objectors in the courts – and quashed. 
While, at the time of writing, the wording 
of the court judgement is still awaited, 
it appears that, such is the scale and 
appearance of the pig “arks”, that the park 
authority should have regarded the overall 
farm operation as “development” requiring 
planning permission and insisted on the 
submission of a full environmental impact 
assessment – giving an opportunity for a 
thorough assessment of the application 
and its implications. At this stage it is not 
yet clear what implications this ruling 
might have more generally for planning 
control over signi�cant changes in 
agricultural activity. 

Just across the valley from the piggery 
things are beginning to stir at the former 
cement works. The emerging local plan 
for the national park has identi�ed three 
brown�eld sites – the cement works, the 
former ICI Syngenta complex at Fernhurst, 
and North Street in Lewes – as having 
signi�cant potential for development 
to meet local housing, employment 
and community needs. The Society has 
submitted thoughts on what we will be 
looking for in the plan’s treatment of each 
of these sites and will assess any planning 
applications in the light of our “wish lists”. 

At the cement works some highly 
enterprising schemes are arising, with 
varying support from local people, including 
the creation of a major eco-tourism facility. 
The site owners and occupiers will no doubt 

be keen to maximise the site value and 
any proposals will need to comply with the 
policies which are now coming forward in 
the park plan. 

Meanwhile, in Lewes, we are very much 
involved with something that already 
is the subject of a planning application, 
and probably one of the biggest we’ll see 
within the national park – the regeneration 
of the North Street (or Phoenix) Quarter 
through proposals for a major mixed use 
development.

Aware of the district’s shortfall of dwellings, 
particularly of “a�ordable” housing, and 
generally reluctant to support development 
on green�eld sites, we have accepted the 
broad principle of new housing on the 
brown�eld site at North Street (in excess 
of 400 dwellings) as well as commercial 
and community use. However, while 
welcoming aspects of the scheme, we 
have registered a number of concerns 
and queries on layout, design, play space, 
wildlife and �ood defences.  We have also 
urged the park authority, in assessing the 
scheme, to consider whether the bene�ts 
of demolishing those ironworks buildings 
which remain on site outweigh the bene�ts 
of retaining them. At the time of writing, a 
number of amendments to the submitted 
proposals are anticipated.

A community based group, Phoenix 
Rising, which includes some of the current 
occupants of the site, has been developing 
its own proposals for the site and the 
Society will comment in due course on any 
submitted schemes.

Meanwhile, demolition of the former 
magistrates’ courts in Lewes gets under way, 
prior to the building of a new Premier Inn, 
shops and other facilities on this high pro�le, 
town centre site.

Steve Ankers

A New DO Speaks!
Vic Ient describes why he joined the Society and 
how he took to the role of District O�cer

One day I was walking across to Kingston, where I 
used to live before, from my  home in Lewes, over 
the Downs along Juggs Way. For a couple of years 
I had been working and travelling abroad, so I was 
very glad to be up on the Downs again. As I came 
to the crest of the hill I saw in construction a new 
windmill, built in the old-style but dominating 
the skyline. I stopped to talk to two passers-by 
and we discussed this new construction. �e 
two ladies were horri�ed and said that this new 
building could not be considered in the same light 
as preserving an original windmill, adding that 
this new construction could open the �oodgates 
for all sorts of building developments on the 
Downs. �ey said that the developer had got the 
application through by saying that the mill will 
be open to parties of schoolchildren to see how 
milling was carried out in the old days (it is still 
not ‘working’ and is not open to the public). 

I mulled their thoughts over and re�ected on my 
own concerns about our beautiful landscape and 
how important it is to preserve what we have in 
this crowded island. I had always been interested 

to �nd out more about the Society of Sussex 
Downsmen and its e�orts to protect the South 
Downs and the conversation I had overlooking 
Kingston that day prompted me to look on the 
web and �nd out more about this Society under 
its new name of the South Downs Society. My 
wife and I joined as lifetime members and in my 
retirement I decided that I now had the time to do 
more to protect our beautiful countryside, coast 
and landscape. 

Quite soon after becoming a member I responded 
to a request for volunteers to join the Planning 
and Conservation Committee of the society. I was 
lucky enough to be accepted, and took on board 
the responsibility for being a District O�cer for an 
area well out of my own backyard, but one which I 
knew well – a group of villages in the beautiful area 
north of Midhurst. I was appointed DO14, and 
began my ‘planning watch’ duties for the villages 
around Fernhurst. �is was a very enjoyable task 
for me to undertake as it enabled me to revisit 
some of the places I worked at as a Post O�ce 
technician during the 1960s, including the former 
ICI Research Establishment at Fernhurst where 
I had installed a new telephone system. I spent 
a couple of summers cycling round the area and 
found one of my favourite old pubs, from the days 

of my youth, �e Duke of Cumberland Arms at 
Henley, - just above Fernhurst! I am now a DO for 
an area much nearer home – villages east of Lewes. 

Taking on the villages north of Fernhurst turned 
out to be quite a task, though I must say I have 
enjoyed the challenges. Within a short time 
of taking over I was deeply involved in the 
Society’s response to the fracking application 
in the countryside to the west of Fernhurst. It 
was very interesting to investigate the principles 
behind hydraulic fracturing as well as taking a 
detailed look at the �elds and woodland near to 
the proposed site.  By the way, the local resident 
who showed Steve Ankers & me around the area 
is now the DO for the area! Whilst I was DO I 
was very much involved in looking into the large 
commercial site which was ICI Fernhurst. I have 
prepared comments on neighbourhood plans and 
attended meetings with a Society hat on. �e most 
enjoyable part of the work is visiting the villages 
and countryside which I try and do on my bicycle. 

Visiting places and trying to understand the details 
of how development will a�ect the area gives one 
a better perspective when it comes to commenting 
on planning applications. �e worst part of the job 
is slogging through the planning lists, but it is the 
only way to be prepared! 

Looking at planning lists every week 
highlights the number of applications for 
trees to be cut down in and around the 
South Downs National Park. If diseased or 
dangerous, then it’s easy to understand but 
sometimes it appears to be that they are just 
‘in the way’. 

Besides their pivotal role in the character 
of our landscapes, forests of trees di�use 
strong winds, protect from �ooding, shelter 
from frost, provide shade in summer, 
mitigate air pollution, prevent soil erosion 
and are, most importantly the lungs of the 
planet and yet they are considered by many 
as an inconvenience. Everyone should have 
a role in protecting and increasing native 
tree cover - from government, through local 
authorities and their policies to our local 
communities. Often woodland has been 
degraded by building up to its borders, 
over-coppicing or overuse and is considered 
merely a ‘sad loss’ when approving 
construction projects. However, with careful 
planning, trees and biodiversity could prove 
a major part in ensuring the sustainability of 
any development and in our worst polluted 
villages it could be a key solution to air 
pollution. We can only keep pushing for 
these changes as a Society, in our key roles 
and as individuals.

Regrettably, the odd individual tree planted 
in front of a development is not mitigation – 
trees are only really e�ective when planted 
together to form a habitat. This is why in 
strong winds, so many trees come down – 
their e�ectiveness compromised by being 
solitary.  

Equally as important as the number of trees, 
are individual species. For example the Oak 
tree forms the fundamental framework 
and canopy under which ecosystems are 
inhabited by thousands of di�erent species. 
Other species such as the Whitebeam also 
have historical signi�cance as they were 
used in Anglo Saxon times to demark key 
boundaries. Both, amongst many others are 
becoming rarer and need protection.

At a community level we can still help our 
environment by replacing impenetrable 
fencing with native hedgerows and this 
would have the e�ect of di�using harsh 
weather and pollutants, reducing �ooding, 
giving our wildlife a safe place to feed and 
rest and lastly making our gardens more 
attractive. 

Everyone remembers cutting down a 
tree – but who remembers planting one in 
its place?

Louise Diez

References:

http://www.growingnative.co.uk/whitebeam.htm

http://www.monkey-do.net/sites/default/�les/
Tree%20ecology.pdf

http://www.hedgelink.org.uk/hedgeucation-
learning-teaching-resource.htm

Event Speakers
We are always delighted to receive requests from those who would like to book a South Downs Society speaker for their next 
meeting or event. We now have several volunteers who are happy to talk about the Society and its work in ‘Protecting the 
Beauty of the South Downs’ with a 30 minute presentation. Our fee is £50 plus travelling expenses and we would be delighted 
to hear from anyone who would like to hear from us!

Thur 27 Aug Coach Outing to Rochester and Cobham Hall

Weds 23 Sept Coach Outing to Sackville College & Scotney Castle

Tues 27 Oct    Five Churches Tour

Fri 06 Nov Bately Lecture at East Meon

Please note: The opinions expressed by contributors to The Downsman are 
not necessarily the views or policies of the Society.

Aug – Nov 2015

Facts & Figures
Richard Reed, a Trustee of the Society, is standing down from the 
chairmanship of the the Finance Committee, while remaining a 
member of the Committee. He is handing over to Patrick Haworth 
who has a background in farming having trained in agriculture and 
economics before joining a major bank, �rst in branch banking but 
later in corporate �nance. Previously a member of the Access & Rights 
of Way Committee he remains an Area Access O�cer and Walks/Strolls 
Leader. He is also a District O�cer for the Mid Sussex Area covering 
planning and conservation matters.

London to Brighton
On Saturday 23rd May, sta� member Louise undertook and 
completed  the 100Km  ultra marathon run from London’s Richmond 
Park to Brighton Racecourse in 15hrs and 16 minutes to raise money 
for the South Downs Society.  We would like to congratulate her for 
her sterling e�ort as it was also Louise’s birthday that day!

Here’s what Louise had to say

 “All those months of training 
�nally paid o�. The weather 
was perfect and I made so 
many new friends along the 
way. Following the Thames 
from Richmond down to 
Kingston I ran over the North 
Downs, through parks and 
trails through the Surrey and 
Sussex countryside. I could see 
the �nal hurdle was in sight 
at Ditchling Beacon, but after 
already running 89km, going up it was a challenge in itself. However, 
coming down the other side and seeing the lights of Brighton at dusk 
and  the Racecourse lit up ahead made it all worthwhile, what a fantastic 
experience - makes me wonder now, what shall I do next...”. 

Sponsorships with Gift Aid to the South Downs Society stand at over 
£845.00 and rising and we would like to thank all of those who have 
given so generously – it makes such a di�erence.  Anybody who 
would like to make a donation can do so at https://mydonate.bt.com/
fundraisers/louisediez1 or by cheque using the Events booking form.

Number starting : 1712 , Number of �nishers : 1226,
Total number of withdrawals :  486 (28.4%),  My o�cial position: 142.
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Society’s AGM
at YHA South Downs, Itford Farm
Sat 9th May 2015
The 2015 AGM was held at an interesting 
venue and Baroness Janet Whitaker, in her 
opening speech, described the success of 
this new Hostel.

Having made a request for new Council 
members, Ian Elliott was nominated and 
unanimously elected at the meeting leaving 
Council rather short of numbers.

In his presentation of the Annual Review 
for 2014, Chairman Robert Cheesman 
emphasised the continuing role of the 
Society and its position as the challenging 
friend of the National Park Authority. He 
highlighted some of the planning matters 
which arose and referred to other aspects of 

the Society’s work e.g on Access and Rights 
of Way.

Andrew Lovett (re-elected as Hon. Treasurer) 
presented the accounts which showed a 
de�cit of £53,00 due to budgeting £50,000 
for legacies with only £5,000 being received. 
He was asked whether the Society was 
moving away from investments in fossil fuels 
and advised that this would be considered 
by the Finance Committee.

Keith Rentall was approved as an 
Independent Examiner. After the meeting 
Neville Harrison, Chairman of the Egrets Way 
Project, gave a stimulating talk and update 
of the scheme. Its purpose is to provide 
safe multi-use paths from the seven villages 
between Lewes and Newhaven, linked to an 
overall multi-user route.

The full minutes of the AGM will be 
distributed with the agenda for 2016.

diary dates



Open Access Walks
Open access land o�ers walkers an exciting opportunity to explore 
spectacular South Downs National Park landscapes. 

Our series of ten online lea�ets downloadable from the Society’s 
website provide you with all you need to get out and enjoy some of 
these spectacular areas. For each area there is a detailed map that 
shows the sites, a self-guided walk and additional information that will 
help you better enjoy what is on o�er. 

To whet your appetite why not try two contrasting areas - around 
Selborne and the Firle escarpment.

The National Trust manages 267 acres of Access Land around 
Selborne. The largest area, Selborne Common, lies on the hill west of 
the village, while the valley meadows and woodlands of the Lythes 
lie to the east. Discover the magni�cent beech woods and �ower-
�lled meadows that inspired Gilbert White, a pioneering naturalist 
and ornithologist known as ‘the father of ecology’.  His studies and 
best-selling book ‘The Natural History and Antiquities of Selborne’ 
in�uenced Charles Darwin and changed the way we see the world. 
While here you can visit his grave in the churchyard and also the 
museum in the main street dedicated to his life and work.

The walk also takes in Noar Hill Nature Reserve, a patchwork of 
sheltered hollows, formally medieval chalk workings, surrounded 
by a woodland margin with additional habitats of blackthorn scrub 
and rough ground. An ideal setting for the 35 species of butter�ies 
found there including Duke Of Burgundy, Green Hairstreak and Dingy 
Skipper and some woodland species. Another major glory of Noar Hill 
derives from its orchids. In season at least eleven species can be found 
there among many other chalk loving plants. 

A very di�erent area is the Firle escarpment, an extensive stretch of 
chalk grassland on the north facing slopes of the South Downs, a 
Site of Special Scienti�c Interest The diverse �ora includes several 
unusual plants and one that is nationally rare, the early spider orchid. 
Chalk grassland is restricted to the thin rendzina soils of the steep 
escarpment while deeper soils at the foot of the escarpment carry 
mature woodlands. Climb to the summit of Firle Beacon where the 
prominent Neolithic long barrow looks out over Seaford, Newhaven 
and the Channel in one direction and across the Weald to Ashdown 
Forest in the other. 

Robert Self

2 3 4

Whilst the Society has long established objectives there is a 
need to consider from time to time whether we make best 
use of our limited �nancial and human resources.  Although 
our Strategic and Annual Action Plans guide what we do, I 
feel that we need to ask ourselves whether we are prioritising 
those resources on issues which make the greatest di�erence 
in ensuring that the conservation and enhancement of 
the South Downs remains paramount.  Please send any 
comments you have on this issue to the o�ce.

Although we have now had a National Park for over 6 years 
there are still people who do not know what this designation 
represents.  The National Park Authority do their best to 
make the public aware of what they do but we need to better 
publicise what we do for the National Park so that the public 
are aware of us too.  This is particularly important in the case 
of public authorities who often do not take on board that 
they should have regard to the purposes of a National Park in 
undertaking their statutory functions.  For example the usual 
standard approach is often made on highway issues without 
the e�ect on the landscape being taken into account.

Networking with senior people in these public authorities is 
very much part of the Society’ work as it is only by forming 
good relationships that there is a chance that the existence 
of the National Park will be considered in their programmes.  
Similarly we need to have good relationships with MP’s so 
that when a national issue arises, such as funding for the 
National Park Authority, we can lobby them about it.  We are, 
therefore, writing to all the MP’s whose constituency includes 
part of the National Park to remind them of our existence 
and seek their support for the work that we do.

Robert Cheesman

Planning issues
In the Spring edition of The Downsman 
we pondered whether planning would 
be a hot political issue in the general 
election and we backed the e�orts of the 
Campaign for National Parks (CNP) to press 
its “manifesto” on prospective MPs, seeking 
political commitment to strengthening 
protection for the parks, ensuring a fair share 
of resources and promoting sustainable 
access, particularly among those who haven’t 
previously visited a national park.

We have now seen the Queen’s Speech 
containing the government’s legislative plans 
for the new parliament. It contains nothing 
speci�cally related to national parks but a 
number of proposals which may impact on 
them, including an energy bill which will pass 
responsibility for determining onshore wind 
farm proposals of all sizes to local planning 
authorities – the largest having, for the past 
few years, fallen within the remit of the 
Nationally Signi�cant Infrastructure Projects 
regime. This change should give more power 
to local communities to in�uence planning 
decisions on these sometimes controversial 
schemes. We will, as the Chairman has 
indicated in his Viewpoint, seek to enlist 
the support of our local MPs in in�uencing 
legislation when we believe it will impact on 
the national park.

Talking of CNP, we took the opportunity 
to introduce its newly appointed Chief 
Executive, Fiona Howie, to some of the 
beauty spots and challenges at the eastern 
end of the South Downs on a recent visit. Our 
e�orts to conserve and enhance the national 
park are undoubtedly strengthened by 
our association with CNP and our opposite 
numbers in the other parks around the 
country.

CNP has asked us to keep it posted on 
developments at the extensive piggery 

on the valley slopes above the Adur valley 
near Lancing. Members living or travelling 
locally will be aware of the major impact 
of the farming activities on the landscape, 
visible over long distances. It is generally 
the case that agricultural operations fall 
outside planning controls but a recent 
grant by the South Downs National Park 
Authority of permission to retain �ve tall 
silos at the piggery has been challenged by 
local objectors in the courts – and quashed. 
While, at the time of writing, the wording 
of the court judgement is still awaited, 
it appears that, such is the scale and 
appearance of the pig “arks”, that the park 
authority should have regarded the overall 
farm operation as “development” requiring 
planning permission and insisted on the 
submission of a full environmental impact 
assessment – giving an opportunity for a 
thorough assessment of the application 
and its implications. At this stage it is not 
yet clear what implications this ruling 
might have more generally for planning 
control over signi�cant changes in 
agricultural activity. 

Just across the valley from the piggery 
things are beginning to stir at the former 
cement works. The emerging local plan 
for the national park has identi�ed three 
brown�eld sites – the cement works, the 
former ICI Syngenta complex at Fernhurst, 
and North Street in Lewes – as having 
signi�cant potential for development 
to meet local housing, employment 
and community needs. The Society has 
submitted thoughts on what we will be 
looking for in the plan’s treatment of each 
of these sites and will assess any planning 
applications in the light of our “wish lists”. 

At the cement works some highly 
enterprising schemes are arising, with 
varying support from local people, including 
the creation of a major eco-tourism facility. 
The site owners and occupiers will no doubt 

be keen to maximise the site value and 
any proposals will need to comply with the 
policies which are now coming forward in 
the park plan. 

Meanwhile, in Lewes, we are very much 
involved with something that already 
is the subject of a planning application, 
and probably one of the biggest we’ll see 
within the national park – the regeneration 
of the North Street (or Phoenix) Quarter 
through proposals for a major mixed use 
development.

Aware of the district’s shortfall of dwellings, 
particularly of “a�ordable” housing, and 
generally reluctant to support development 
on green�eld sites, we have accepted the 
broad principle of new housing on the 
brown�eld site at North Street (in excess 
of 400 dwellings) as well as commercial 
and community use. However, while 
welcoming aspects of the scheme, we 
have registered a number of concerns 
and queries on layout, design, play space, 
wildlife and �ood defences.  We have also 
urged the park authority, in assessing the 
scheme, to consider whether the bene�ts 
of demolishing those ironworks buildings 
which remain on site outweigh the bene�ts 
of retaining them. At the time of writing, a 
number of amendments to the submitted 
proposals are anticipated.

A community based group, Phoenix 
Rising, which includes some of the current 
occupants of the site, has been developing 
its own proposals for the site and the 
Society will comment in due course on any 
submitted schemes.

Meanwhile, demolition of the former 
magistrates’ courts in Lewes gets under way, 
prior to the building of a new Premier Inn, 
shops and other facilities on this high pro�le, 
town centre site.

Steve Ankers

A New DO Speaks!
Vic Ient describes why he joined the Society and 
how he took to the role of District O�cer

One day I was walking across to Kingston, where I 
used to live before, from my  home in Lewes, over 
the Downs along Juggs Way. For a couple of years 
I had been working and travelling abroad, so I was 
very glad to be up on the Downs again. As I came 
to the crest of the hill I saw in construction a new 
windmill, built in the old-style but dominating 
the skyline. I stopped to talk to two passers-by 
and we discussed this new construction. �e 
two ladies were horri�ed and said that this new 
building could not be considered in the same light 
as preserving an original windmill, adding that 
this new construction could open the �oodgates 
for all sorts of building developments on the 
Downs. �ey said that the developer had got the 
application through by saying that the mill will 
be open to parties of schoolchildren to see how 
milling was carried out in the old days (it is still 
not ‘working’ and is not open to the public). 

I mulled their thoughts over and re�ected on my 
own concerns about our beautiful landscape and 
how important it is to preserve what we have in 
this crowded island. I had always been interested 

to �nd out more about the Society of Sussex 
Downsmen and its e�orts to protect the South 
Downs and the conversation I had overlooking 
Kingston that day prompted me to look on the 
web and �nd out more about this Society under 
its new name of the South Downs Society. My 
wife and I joined as lifetime members and in my 
retirement I decided that I now had the time to do 
more to protect our beautiful countryside, coast 
and landscape. 

Quite soon after becoming a member I responded 
to a request for volunteers to join the Planning 
and Conservation Committee of the society. I was 
lucky enough to be accepted, and took on board 
the responsibility for being a District O�cer for an 
area well out of my own backyard, but one which I 
knew well – a group of villages in the beautiful area 
north of Midhurst. I was appointed DO14, and 
began my ‘planning watch’ duties for the villages 
around Fernhurst. �is was a very enjoyable task 
for me to undertake as it enabled me to revisit 
some of the places I worked at as a Post O�ce 
technician during the 1960s, including the former 
ICI Research Establishment at Fernhurst where 
I had installed a new telephone system. I spent 
a couple of summers cycling round the area and 
found one of my favourite old pubs, from the days 

of my youth, �e Duke of Cumberland Arms at 
Henley, - just above Fernhurst! I am now a DO for 
an area much nearer home – villages east of Lewes. 

Taking on the villages north of Fernhurst turned 
out to be quite a task, though I must say I have 
enjoyed the challenges. Within a short time 
of taking over I was deeply involved in the 
Society’s response to the fracking application 
in the countryside to the west of Fernhurst. It 
was very interesting to investigate the principles 
behind hydraulic fracturing as well as taking a 
detailed look at the �elds and woodland near to 
the proposed site.  By the way, the local resident 
who showed Steve Ankers & me around the area 
is now the DO for the area! Whilst I was DO I 
was very much involved in looking into the large 
commercial site which was ICI Fernhurst. I have 
prepared comments on neighbourhood plans and 
attended meetings with a Society hat on. �e most 
enjoyable part of the work is visiting the villages 
and countryside which I try and do on my bicycle. 

Visiting places and trying to understand the details 
of how development will a�ect the area gives one 
a better perspective when it comes to commenting 
on planning applications. �e worst part of the job 
is slogging through the planning lists, but it is the 
only way to be prepared! 

Looking at planning lists every week 
highlights the number of applications for 
trees to be cut down in and around the 
South Downs National Park. If diseased or 
dangerous, then it’s easy to understand but 
sometimes it appears to be that they are just 
‘in the way’. 

Besides their pivotal role in the character 
of our landscapes, forests of trees di�use 
strong winds, protect from �ooding, shelter 
from frost, provide shade in summer, 
mitigate air pollution, prevent soil erosion 
and are, most importantly the lungs of the 
planet and yet they are considered by many 
as an inconvenience. Everyone should have 
a role in protecting and increasing native 
tree cover - from government, through local 
authorities and their policies to our local 
communities. Often woodland has been 
degraded by building up to its borders, 
over-coppicing or overuse and is considered 
merely a ‘sad loss’ when approving 
construction projects. However, with careful 
planning, trees and biodiversity could prove 
a major part in ensuring the sustainability of 
any development and in our worst polluted 
villages it could be a key solution to air 
pollution. We can only keep pushing for 
these changes as a Society, in our key roles 
and as individuals.

Regrettably, the odd individual tree planted 
in front of a development is not mitigation – 
trees are only really e�ective when planted 
together to form a habitat. This is why in 
strong winds, so many trees come down – 
their e�ectiveness compromised by being 
solitary.  

Equally as important as the number of trees, 
are individual species. For example the Oak 
tree forms the fundamental framework 
and canopy under which ecosystems are 
inhabited by thousands of di�erent species. 
Other species such as the Whitebeam also 
have historical signi�cance as they were 
used in Anglo Saxon times to demark key 
boundaries. Both, amongst many others are 
becoming rarer and need protection.

At a community level we can still help our 
environment by replacing impenetrable 
fencing with native hedgerows and this 
would have the e�ect of di�using harsh 
weather and pollutants, reducing �ooding, 
giving our wildlife a safe place to feed and 
rest and lastly making our gardens more 
attractive. 

Everyone remembers cutting down a 
tree – but who remembers planting one in 
its place?

Louise Diez
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Richard Reed, a Trustee of the Society, is standing down from the 
chairmanship of the the Finance Committee, while remaining a 
member of the Committee. He is handing over to Patrick Haworth 
who has a background in farming having trained in agriculture and 
economics before joining a major bank, �rst in branch banking but 
later in corporate �nance. Previously a member of the Access & Rights 
of Way Committee he remains an Area Access O�cer and Walks/Strolls 
Leader. He is also a District O�cer for the Mid Sussex Area covering 
planning and conservation matters.
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On Saturday 23rd May, sta� member Louise undertook and 
completed  the 100Km  ultra marathon run from London’s Richmond 
Park to Brighton Racecourse in 15hrs and 16 minutes to raise money 
for the South Downs Society.  We would like to congratulate her for 
her sterling e�ort as it was also Louise’s birthday that day!

Here’s what Louise had to say

 “All those months of training 
�nally paid o�. The weather 
was perfect and I made so 
many new friends along the 
way. Following the Thames 
from Richmond down to 
Kingston I ran over the North 
Downs, through parks and 
trails through the Surrey and 
Sussex countryside. I could see 
the �nal hurdle was in sight 
at Ditchling Beacon, but after 
already running 89km, going up it was a challenge in itself. However, 
coming down the other side and seeing the lights of Brighton at dusk 
and  the Racecourse lit up ahead made it all worthwhile, what a fantastic 
experience - makes me wonder now, what shall I do next...”. 
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given so generously – it makes such a di�erence.  Anybody who 
would like to make a donation can do so at https://mydonate.bt.com/
fundraisers/louisediez1 or by cheque using the Events booking form.

Number starting : 1712 , Number of �nishers : 1226,
Total number of withdrawals :  486 (28.4%),  My o�cial position: 142.

Chairman’s  Viewpoint

Trees for the Environment

the Downsman  Issue 190 Summer 2015

Society’s AGM
at YHA South Downs, Itford Farm
Sat 9th May 2015
The 2015 AGM was held at an interesting 
venue and Baroness Janet Whitaker, in her 
opening speech, described the success of 
this new Hostel.

Having made a request for new Council 
members, Ian Elliott was nominated and 
unanimously elected at the meeting leaving 
Council rather short of numbers.

In his presentation of the Annual Review 
for 2014, Chairman Robert Cheesman 
emphasised the continuing role of the 
Society and its position as the challenging 
friend of the National Park Authority. He 
highlighted some of the planning matters 
which arose and referred to other aspects of 

the Society’s work e.g on Access and Rights 
of Way.

Andrew Lovett (re-elected as Hon. Treasurer) 
presented the accounts which showed a 
de�cit of £53,00 due to budgeting £50,000 
for legacies with only £5,000 being received. 
He was asked whether the Society was 
moving away from investments in fossil fuels 
and advised that this would be considered 
by the Finance Committee.

Keith Rentall was approved as an 
Independent Examiner. After the meeting 
Neville Harrison, Chairman of the Egrets Way 
Project, gave a stimulating talk and update 
of the scheme. Its purpose is to provide 
safe multi-use paths from the seven villages 
between Lewes and Newhaven, linked to an 
overall multi-user route.

The full minutes of the AGM will be 
distributed with the agenda for 2016.
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website provide you with all you need to get out and enjoy some of 
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shows the sites, a self-guided walk and additional information that will 
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To whet your appetite why not try two contrasting areas - around 
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the village, while the valley meadows and woodlands of the Lythes 
lie to the east. Discover the magni�cent beech woods and �ower-
�lled meadows that inspired Gilbert White, a pioneering naturalist 
and ornithologist known as ‘the father of ecology’.  His studies and 
best-selling book ‘The Natural History and Antiquities of Selborne’ 
in�uenced Charles Darwin and changed the way we see the world. 
While here you can visit his grave in the churchyard and also the 
museum in the main street dedicated to his life and work.

The walk also takes in Noar Hill Nature Reserve, a patchwork of 
sheltered hollows, formally medieval chalk workings, surrounded 
by a woodland margin with additional habitats of blackthorn scrub 
and rough ground. An ideal setting for the 35 species of butter�ies 
found there including Duke Of Burgundy, Green Hairstreak and Dingy 
Skipper and some woodland species. Another major glory of Noar Hill 
derives from its orchids. In season at least eleven species can be found 
there among many other chalk loving plants. 

A very di�erent area is the Firle escarpment, an extensive stretch of 
chalk grassland on the north facing slopes of the South Downs, a 
Site of Special Scienti�c Interest The diverse �ora includes several 
unusual plants and one that is nationally rare, the early spider orchid. 
Chalk grassland is restricted to the thin rendzina soils of the steep 
escarpment while deeper soils at the foot of the escarpment carry 
mature woodlands. Climb to the summit of Firle Beacon where the 
prominent Neolithic long barrow looks out over Seaford, Newhaven 
and the Channel in one direction and across the Weald to Ashdown 
Forest in the other. 

Robert Self

2 3 4

Whilst the Society has long established objectives there is a 
need to consider from time to time whether we make best 
use of our limited �nancial and human resources.  Although 
our Strategic and Annual Action Plans guide what we do, I 
feel that we need to ask ourselves whether we are prioritising 
those resources on issues which make the greatest di�erence 
in ensuring that the conservation and enhancement of 
the South Downs remains paramount.  Please send any 
comments you have on this issue to the o�ce.

Although we have now had a National Park for over 6 years 
there are still people who do not know what this designation 
represents.  The National Park Authority do their best to 
make the public aware of what they do but we need to better 
publicise what we do for the National Park so that the public 
are aware of us too.  This is particularly important in the case 
of public authorities who often do not take on board that 
they should have regard to the purposes of a National Park in 
undertaking their statutory functions.  For example the usual 
standard approach is often made on highway issues without 
the e�ect on the landscape being taken into account.

Networking with senior people in these public authorities is 
very much part of the Society’ work as it is only by forming 
good relationships that there is a chance that the existence 
of the National Park will be considered in their programmes.  
Similarly we need to have good relationships with MP’s so 
that when a national issue arises, such as funding for the 
National Park Authority, we can lobby them about it.  We are, 
therefore, writing to all the MP’s whose constituency includes 
part of the National Park to remind them of our existence 
and seek their support for the work that we do.

Robert Cheesman

Planning issues
In the Spring edition of The Downsman 
we pondered whether planning would 
be a hot political issue in the general 
election and we backed the e�orts of the 
Campaign for National Parks (CNP) to press 
its “manifesto” on prospective MPs, seeking 
political commitment to strengthening 
protection for the parks, ensuring a fair share 
of resources and promoting sustainable 
access, particularly among those who haven’t 
previously visited a national park.

We have now seen the Queen’s Speech 
containing the government’s legislative plans 
for the new parliament. It contains nothing 
speci�cally related to national parks but a 
number of proposals which may impact on 
them, including an energy bill which will pass 
responsibility for determining onshore wind 
farm proposals of all sizes to local planning 
authorities – the largest having, for the past 
few years, fallen within the remit of the 
Nationally Signi�cant Infrastructure Projects 
regime. This change should give more power 
to local communities to in�uence planning 
decisions on these sometimes controversial 
schemes. We will, as the Chairman has 
indicated in his Viewpoint, seek to enlist 
the support of our local MPs in in�uencing 
legislation when we believe it will impact on 
the national park.

Talking of CNP, we took the opportunity 
to introduce its newly appointed Chief 
Executive, Fiona Howie, to some of the 
beauty spots and challenges at the eastern 
end of the South Downs on a recent visit. Our 
e�orts to conserve and enhance the national 
park are undoubtedly strengthened by 
our association with CNP and our opposite 
numbers in the other parks around the 
country.

CNP has asked us to keep it posted on 
developments at the extensive piggery 

on the valley slopes above the Adur valley 
near Lancing. Members living or travelling 
locally will be aware of the major impact 
of the farming activities on the landscape, 
visible over long distances. It is generally 
the case that agricultural operations fall 
outside planning controls but a recent 
grant by the South Downs National Park 
Authority of permission to retain �ve tall 
silos at the piggery has been challenged by 
local objectors in the courts – and quashed. 
While, at the time of writing, the wording 
of the court judgement is still awaited, 
it appears that, such is the scale and 
appearance of the pig “arks”, that the park 
authority should have regarded the overall 
farm operation as “development” requiring 
planning permission and insisted on the 
submission of a full environmental impact 
assessment – giving an opportunity for a 
thorough assessment of the application 
and its implications. At this stage it is not 
yet clear what implications this ruling 
might have more generally for planning 
control over signi�cant changes in 
agricultural activity. 

Just across the valley from the piggery 
things are beginning to stir at the former 
cement works. The emerging local plan 
for the national park has identi�ed three 
brown�eld sites – the cement works, the 
former ICI Syngenta complex at Fernhurst, 
and North Street in Lewes – as having 
signi�cant potential for development 
to meet local housing, employment 
and community needs. The Society has 
submitted thoughts on what we will be 
looking for in the plan’s treatment of each 
of these sites and will assess any planning 
applications in the light of our “wish lists”. 

At the cement works some highly 
enterprising schemes are arising, with 
varying support from local people, including 
the creation of a major eco-tourism facility. 
The site owners and occupiers will no doubt 

be keen to maximise the site value and 
any proposals will need to comply with the 
policies which are now coming forward in 
the park plan. 

Meanwhile, in Lewes, we are very much 
involved with something that already 
is the subject of a planning application, 
and probably one of the biggest we’ll see 
within the national park – the regeneration 
of the North Street (or Phoenix) Quarter 
through proposals for a major mixed use 
development.

Aware of the district’s shortfall of dwellings, 
particularly of “a�ordable” housing, and 
generally reluctant to support development 
on green�eld sites, we have accepted the 
broad principle of new housing on the 
brown�eld site at North Street (in excess 
of 400 dwellings) as well as commercial 
and community use. However, while 
welcoming aspects of the scheme, we 
have registered a number of concerns 
and queries on layout, design, play space, 
wildlife and �ood defences.  We have also 
urged the park authority, in assessing the 
scheme, to consider whether the bene�ts 
of demolishing those ironworks buildings 
which remain on site outweigh the bene�ts 
of retaining them. At the time of writing, a 
number of amendments to the submitted 
proposals are anticipated.

A community based group, Phoenix 
Rising, which includes some of the current 
occupants of the site, has been developing 
its own proposals for the site and the 
Society will comment in due course on any 
submitted schemes.

Meanwhile, demolition of the former 
magistrates’ courts in Lewes gets under way, 
prior to the building of a new Premier Inn, 
shops and other facilities on this high pro�le, 
town centre site.

Steve Ankers

A New DO Speaks!
Vic Ient describes why he joined the Society and 
how he took to the role of District O�cer

One day I was walking across to Kingston, where I 
used to live before, from my  home in Lewes, over 
the Downs along Juggs Way. For a couple of years 
I had been working and travelling abroad, so I was 
very glad to be up on the Downs again. As I came 
to the crest of the hill I saw in construction a new 
windmill, built in the old-style but dominating 
the skyline. I stopped to talk to two passers-by 
and we discussed this new construction. �e 
two ladies were horri�ed and said that this new 
building could not be considered in the same light 
as preserving an original windmill, adding that 
this new construction could open the �oodgates 
for all sorts of building developments on the 
Downs. �ey said that the developer had got the 
application through by saying that the mill will 
be open to parties of schoolchildren to see how 
milling was carried out in the old days (it is still 
not ‘working’ and is not open to the public). 

I mulled their thoughts over and re�ected on my 
own concerns about our beautiful landscape and 
how important it is to preserve what we have in 
this crowded island. I had always been interested 

to �nd out more about the Society of Sussex 
Downsmen and its e�orts to protect the South 
Downs and the conversation I had overlooking 
Kingston that day prompted me to look on the 
web and �nd out more about this Society under 
its new name of the South Downs Society. My 
wife and I joined as lifetime members and in my 
retirement I decided that I now had the time to do 
more to protect our beautiful countryside, coast 
and landscape. 

Quite soon after becoming a member I responded 
to a request for volunteers to join the Planning 
and Conservation Committee of the society. I was 
lucky enough to be accepted, and took on board 
the responsibility for being a District O�cer for an 
area well out of my own backyard, but one which I 
knew well – a group of villages in the beautiful area 
north of Midhurst. I was appointed DO14, and 
began my ‘planning watch’ duties for the villages 
around Fernhurst. �is was a very enjoyable task 
for me to undertake as it enabled me to revisit 
some of the places I worked at as a Post O�ce 
technician during the 1960s, including the former 
ICI Research Establishment at Fernhurst where 
I had installed a new telephone system. I spent 
a couple of summers cycling round the area and 
found one of my favourite old pubs, from the days 

of my youth, �e Duke of Cumberland Arms at 
Henley, - just above Fernhurst! I am now a DO for 
an area much nearer home – villages east of Lewes. 

Taking on the villages north of Fernhurst turned 
out to be quite a task, though I must say I have 
enjoyed the challenges. Within a short time 
of taking over I was deeply involved in the 
Society’s response to the fracking application 
in the countryside to the west of Fernhurst. It 
was very interesting to investigate the principles 
behind hydraulic fracturing as well as taking a 
detailed look at the �elds and woodland near to 
the proposed site.  By the way, the local resident 
who showed Steve Ankers & me around the area 
is now the DO for the area! Whilst I was DO I 
was very much involved in looking into the large 
commercial site which was ICI Fernhurst. I have 
prepared comments on neighbourhood plans and 
attended meetings with a Society hat on. �e most 
enjoyable part of the work is visiting the villages 
and countryside which I try and do on my bicycle. 

Visiting places and trying to understand the details 
of how development will a�ect the area gives one 
a better perspective when it comes to commenting 
on planning applications. �e worst part of the job 
is slogging through the planning lists, but it is the 
only way to be prepared! 

Looking at planning lists every week 
highlights the number of applications for 
trees to be cut down in and around the 
South Downs National Park. If diseased or 
dangerous, then it’s easy to understand but 
sometimes it appears to be that they are just 
‘in the way’. 

Besides their pivotal role in the character 
of our landscapes, forests of trees di�use 
strong winds, protect from �ooding, shelter 
from frost, provide shade in summer, 
mitigate air pollution, prevent soil erosion 
and are, most importantly the lungs of the 
planet and yet they are considered by many 
as an inconvenience. Everyone should have 
a role in protecting and increasing native 
tree cover - from government, through local 
authorities and their policies to our local 
communities. Often woodland has been 
degraded by building up to its borders, 
over-coppicing or overuse and is considered 
merely a ‘sad loss’ when approving 
construction projects. However, with careful 
planning, trees and biodiversity could prove 
a major part in ensuring the sustainability of 
any development and in our worst polluted 
villages it could be a key solution to air 
pollution. We can only keep pushing for 
these changes as a Society, in our key roles 
and as individuals.

Regrettably, the odd individual tree planted 
in front of a development is not mitigation – 
trees are only really e�ective when planted 
together to form a habitat. This is why in 
strong winds, so many trees come down – 
their e�ectiveness compromised by being 
solitary.  

Equally as important as the number of trees, 
are individual species. For example the Oak 
tree forms the fundamental framework 
and canopy under which ecosystems are 
inhabited by thousands of di�erent species. 
Other species such as the Whitebeam also 
have historical signi�cance as they were 
used in Anglo Saxon times to demark key 
boundaries. Both, amongst many others are 
becoming rarer and need protection.

At a community level we can still help our 
environment by replacing impenetrable 
fencing with native hedgerows and this 
would have the e�ect of di�using harsh 
weather and pollutants, reducing �ooding, 
giving our wildlife a safe place to feed and 
rest and lastly making our gardens more 
attractive. 

Everyone remembers cutting down a 
tree – but who remembers planting one in 
its place?

Louise Diez

References:

http://www.growingnative.co.uk/whitebeam.htm

http://www.monkey-do.net/sites/default/�les/
Tree%20ecology.pdf

http://www.hedgelink.org.uk/hedgeucation-
learning-teaching-resource.htm

Event Speakers
We are always delighted to receive requests from those who would like to book a South Downs Society speaker for their next 
meeting or event. We now have several volunteers who are happy to talk about the Society and its work in ‘Protecting the 
Beauty of the South Downs’ with a 30 minute presentation. Our fee is £50 plus travelling expenses and we would be delighted 
to hear from anyone who would like to hear from us!

Thur 27 Aug Coach Outing to Rochester and Cobham Hall

Weds 23 Sept Coach Outing to Sackville College & Scotney Castle

Tues 27 Oct    Five Churches Tour

Fri 06 Nov Bately Lecture at East Meon

Please note: The opinions expressed by contributors to The Downsman are 
not necessarily the views or policies of the Society.

Aug – Nov 2015

Facts & Figures
Richard Reed, a Trustee of the Society, is standing down from the 
chairmanship of the the Finance Committee, while remaining a 
member of the Committee. He is handing over to Patrick Haworth 
who has a background in farming having trained in agriculture and 
economics before joining a major bank, �rst in branch banking but 
later in corporate �nance. Previously a member of the Access & Rights 
of Way Committee he remains an Area Access O�cer and Walks/Strolls 
Leader. He is also a District O�cer for the Mid Sussex Area covering 
planning and conservation matters.

London to Brighton
On Saturday 23rd May, sta� member Louise undertook and 
completed  the 100Km  ultra marathon run from London’s Richmond 
Park to Brighton Racecourse in 15hrs and 16 minutes to raise money 
for the South Downs Society.  We would like to congratulate her for 
her sterling e�ort as it was also Louise’s birthday that day!

Here’s what Louise had to say

 “All those months of training 
�nally paid o�. The weather 
was perfect and I made so 
many new friends along the 
way. Following the Thames 
from Richmond down to 
Kingston I ran over the North 
Downs, through parks and 
trails through the Surrey and 
Sussex countryside. I could see 
the �nal hurdle was in sight 
at Ditchling Beacon, but after 
already running 89km, going up it was a challenge in itself. However, 
coming down the other side and seeing the lights of Brighton at dusk 
and  the Racecourse lit up ahead made it all worthwhile, what a fantastic 
experience - makes me wonder now, what shall I do next...”. 

Sponsorships with Gift Aid to the South Downs Society stand at over 
£845.00 and rising and we would like to thank all of those who have 
given so generously – it makes such a di�erence.  Anybody who 
would like to make a donation can do so at https://mydonate.bt.com/
fundraisers/louisediez1 or by cheque using the Events booking form.

Number starting : 1712 , Number of �nishers : 1226,
Total number of withdrawals :  486 (28.4%),  My o�cial position: 142.

Chairman’s  Viewpoint

Trees for the Environment
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Society’s AGM
at YHA South Downs, Itford Farm
Sat 9th May 2015
The 2015 AGM was held at an interesting 
venue and Baroness Janet Whitaker, in her 
opening speech, described the success of 
this new Hostel.

Having made a request for new Council 
members, Ian Elliott was nominated and 
unanimously elected at the meeting leaving 
Council rather short of numbers.

In his presentation of the Annual Review 
for 2014, Chairman Robert Cheesman 
emphasised the continuing role of the 
Society and its position as the challenging 
friend of the National Park Authority. He 
highlighted some of the planning matters 
which arose and referred to other aspects of 

the Society’s work e.g on Access and Rights 
of Way.

Andrew Lovett (re-elected as Hon. Treasurer) 
presented the accounts which showed a 
de�cit of £53,00 due to budgeting £50,000 
for legacies with only £5,000 being received. 
He was asked whether the Society was 
moving away from investments in fossil fuels 
and advised that this would be considered 
by the Finance Committee.

Keith Rentall was approved as an 
Independent Examiner. After the meeting 
Neville Harrison, Chairman of the Egrets Way 
Project, gave a stimulating talk and update 
of the scheme. Its purpose is to provide 
safe multi-use paths from the seven villages 
between Lewes and Newhaven, linked to an 
overall multi-user route.

The full minutes of the AGM will be 
distributed with the agenda for 2016.

diary dates



�ere has been considerable disagreement 
about the means to best to conserve the 
natural environment, particularly since 
WW2.  Some have believed that success 
might be achieved through AoNBs, National 
Parks and other protected areas; targeting 
speci�c species and habitats for protection; 
market mechanisms; or applying market 
values; various Government strategies and 
interventions.  Some of these approaches 
have been successful but sometimes resulted 
in unintended consequences.  Agricultural 
changes have led to extensive loss of �ower 
meadows, resulting in the extinction of 
many species of bees, others being under 
severe threat, and the whole group is 
su�ering.  �e drive to cultivate these 
meadows has led, paradoxically, to the loss 
of the essential bee function of pollinating 
a large proportion of our native food crops.  
Not, perhaps, an insoluble problem but one 
that will bring about a series of unintended 
consequential changes

Appreciation of the variability and role 
of organisms within any habitat, their 
degree of dependence, and their particular 
niches within each ecosystem (and between 
ecosystems of varying complexity) and 
their dependence on climatic and edaphic 
factors is now subsumed in the concept 
of biological diversity.  Each species has a 
relationship with others in a food chain.  
Each has an important niche role that is 
integrated into an essential network of 
organisms, from the large and obvious 
plants and animals through a whole range 
of ‘minibeasts’, plants, fungi, and bacteria 
etc.  Each organism has a part to play in 
the health and survival of each distinctive 
landscape.

“�e variability among living organisms from 
all sources……..includes diversity within 
species, between species and ecosystems”.

�is de�nition was adopted by the 1992 
Convention on Biological Diversity.  �e 
Convention is now signed by some 190 
states and the E.U. �e U.K’s current 
strategy for improving the state of the 
biological environment is set out in 
“Biodiversity 2020”, a strategy which 
encompasses community understanding and 
positive engagement.  It is the stimulus for 
Nature Improvement Areas (NIA), designed 
to restore declining species and habitats 
which have contributed so much to iconic 
landscapes such as the chalk grassland of the 
South Downs, itself a supported NIA.

Such is biological diversity. Removing by 
development, carelessness, or ignorance 
some link in this chain of interdependence 
risks unintended consequences, possibly the 
collapse of an ecosystem, often with the loss 
of natural bene�t to man.  More of this to 
come in future editions.

�is is a scene-setting article to introduce 
a series on what should be the concern 
of everyone but particularly Downsmen 
people.  We will be connecting these articles 
with the society Facebook page and would 
encourage a dialogue through this.  It is 
hoped that you may challenge/correct/add 
to these articles.  We hope we can share 
knowledge and views, all of which will help 
to achieve the community element of the 
biodiversity strategy by embracing views, 
questions and observations from members.  
We hope the outcome may develop another 
strand of SDS concern for the South 
Downs, but only time and your interest will 
tell.

Ian Elliott, June 2015

Nick Herbert is the re-elected Conservative MP for Arundel and South 
Downs.  Here he tells us his thoughts on issues a�ecting the South Downs. 
Will you seek to protect the national park authorities from budget cuts?
I’m afraid that it is necessary to make savings, so it will be more 
important than ever that the South Downs National Park Authority 
spends every pound of public money wisely.  Of course it needs core 
funding, but in covering such a large area the success of the National 
Park Authority was always going to be as an enabler and partner rather 
than a body which could possibly fund everything itself.

Will you seek to increase the opportunities for national parks to 
bene�t from targeted sources of funding such as Local Enterprise 
Partnerships?
There are indeed opportunities here.  The West Sussex Rural Partnership 
is part of the Coast to Capital LEP and can help to ensure that the South 
Downs have a fair share of the substantial resources which have been 
allocated for economic development.  For instance I’ve been working 
with them over how to secure better rural digital access.  We can’t allow 
a digital divide whereby the towns have superfast broadband but some 
rural areas can barely get broadband at all.

Will you enhance the protection against major development in 
national parks with stronger legislation?
National Parks already have the highest level of landscape protection, 
and there’s a presumption against major development.  The 
Government’s Planning Practice Guidance says that planning permission 
should be refused for major development in a national park except in 
exceptional circumstances and where it can be demonstrated to be in 
the public interest.  I’m open to evidence that this is insu�cient, but it 
looks like a sensible balance to me.

Will you invest in public transport, walking and cycling to, from and 
within national parks?
I’m a big fan of initiatives to promote cycling and routes to the National 
Park, and I’m pleased that the Government has provided funding for this 
in the South Downs.  I recently visited one route under construction from 
Barnham Station to Slindon on the edge of the Park.  I hope that we’ll see 
a lot more of this kind of thing which will help to promote access to the 
Park.

Will you seek to ensure that every school child is given an 
opportunity to visit a national park?
Many of the schools in my constituency are either in, or have sight of, 
the South Downs.  I think it’s great if school children who don’t have that 
privilege are given the opportunity to visit the countryside.  I’m very 
supportive of children getting out of the classrooms and their boots 
muddy so that they can see the real countryside and learn about it.

Why do the South Downs matter to you?
As the MP for Arundel & South Downs, representing a rural constituency 
of some 250 square miles, half of which is in the National Park, the South 
Downs are bound to matter to me.  I’m proud to represent such a special 
constituency and I’m determined to protect it.  I live in Arundel and love 
walking on the Downs, which I do regularly.  I think those of us with 
current responsibility for this wonderful area have a duty to protect it for 
future generations.

What do you see as the key opportunities and challenges for the 
national park over the next decade?
I think the key challenge is to ensure that this unique landscape is 

protected.  There are quite a number of current threats to it.  For instance 
the drive for renewable energy has led to a surge in applications for 
large scale solar farms, but I think these can really spoil the landscape.  
Another example is the Forest Enterprise plan for holiday lodges in 
Houghton Forest.  These might provide recreation, but it’s a completely 
inappropriate development which will transform this natural woodland 
to become a suburban-style theme park.  Often these are di�cult 
decisions because they’re about competing priorities, but the whole 
point of designating the South Downs as a national park was to protect 
them, with an overriding duty to conserve the landscape.

How do you view the prospect of major highway investment in the 
national park?
An upgrade of the A27 is essential, including an Arundel bypass.  At the 
moment there’s terrible congestion, forcing tra�c to rat-run through the 
historic town of Arundel and through the South Downs, causing great 
damage.  Storrington has one of the worst levels of air pollution in the 
country.  I think the South Downs and its villages will bene�t from the 
upgrade and the bypass, so this is an example of a development which 
should be allowed, and opposition to it is mistaken.  Much of the A27 
already runs through the National Park, including at Arundel.  A beautiful 
bridge over the Arun could enhance the landscape.  We’ve done that 
kind of thing historically, and the French do it now.

What view do you have on the prospect of wind farms in the 
national park or fracking beneath it?
I’m not aware of any plans for wind farms on the South Downs, at least 
in my constituency, and I don’t think they would be appropriate for this 
special landscape.  The Government is giving communities more local 
control over wind farms as well as ending subsidies for new ones.  I was 
pleased when the Government announced an outright ban on fracking 
in national parks.  My principal concern has been about the casual 
industrialisation of the landscape thought the surface activity of drilling, 
for instance thought the lorry movements involved.  There is another 
concern that drilling might still be permitted below the surface in 
national parks, with lateral wells coming across the boundary even if the 
well head is not in the Park.  However, this would be at enormous depths, 
1.5 kilometres (around 5,000 feet) or more.  To put that in context, it’s 
around the height of Ben Nevis or over �fty times below the deepest 
London underground tunnel.  What matters then is that the activity is 
strictly regulated.

Events

GPS Navigator Event
On Tuesday 19th May we held a free event for our members where 
two members of sta� from Cotswold Outdoor, Brighton came along 
to our o�ce in Pulborough to give an introduction on the various 
types of hand held equipment that is available to walkers at the 
present time. �e opportunity was also taken to give our members a 
chance to see them in action.

�ere is a wide range of di�erent machines now on the market, and 
with prices ranging between £80 - £600 it is important to ensure that 
your investment will be one that best suits your needs. Everyone who 
attended found the morning very informative.

We are considering repeating this event and also possibly linking 
up with Cotswold Outdoor to take members, who already have 
navigators, out on a walk so that they can have explained the various 
functions that are available.

If you are interested in either an introduction event or a walk please 
contact Erica Gayler and we will see if there is enough interest to go 
ahead. Please email erica.gayler@southdownssociety.org.uk or call the 
o�ce on 01798 875073.

Sackville College and 
Scotney Castle
Wednesday 23 September

Sackville College is a 
Jacobean almshouse building 
which still has residents. 
We will have co�ee in the 

common room followed by a tour of the building (about an hour). 
After a lunch stop in Tunbridge Wells (about 1½ hours), we go on 
to visit Scotney Castle (National Trust) – tea there.

Five Churches Tour
Tuesday 27 October

Starting from Steyning, the 
�rst church will be West 
Chiltington (alternative 
starting point), then 
Wisborough Green (co�ee 

stop), Lurgashall (lunchstop at Noah’s Ark pub), Tillington and 
�nally Stopham (tea stop at Garden Centre).

Greatham Concert
Saturday 12th September
South Downs Society members are welcome to attend a choral 
concert by Nick Andrews & Friends performing Handel, Britten 
and Arvo Part at Greatham Church on Saturday 12th September at 
5.30pm.

Greatham Church is a Grade 
1 church and its situation 
between the River Arun and 
the South Downs and this 
concert follows one performed 
last August after Nick & 
friends fell in love with the 
church on a bike ride in the 
area. 

Tickets need to be booked in advance to avoid disappointment as the 
church is very small. �ey cost £15 (in aid of the church) to include a 
simple supper and glass of wine, hopefully in the Manor garden. 

Please email or call Rose at Rosalind.Foster@ukgateway.net or 07954 
993 407 for tickets or alternatively Diana at dianavanderklugt@
btinternet.com or 01798 875663.

We do hope many of our members will be able to attend.Bately Lecture, East 
Meon Village Hall
Friday 06 November

We are delighted to have Rob 
Boutle from the Environment 
Agency Planning Team for 
the Solent and South Downs 

for the annual Bately lecture. After co�ee, he will addressing 
whether there is su�cient water in the SE for the large volume of 
new housing currently under construction in our area.

�ere will also be an update of current SDS issues before lunch 
with a short tour of the village afterwards.

2015 Christmas Lunch
�is will take place on Friday 11 December at Tottington Manor, 
near Hen�eld. Booking details in the next Downsman.

Rochester & Cobham Hall
Thursday 27 August

Cobham Hall near 
Rochester is one of the 
largest Elizabethan houses in 
England. As Nicholas Pevsner 
points out “It is a splendid 

mansion and contains much that is architecturally interesting”. 
Although most of the Tudor furnishings have gone, many of 
the Darnley pictures remain. �e �replaces are an outstanding 
collection. It is now a girls’ school. Before our tour in the early 
afternoon (followed by tea) we will have a stay of over two hours in 
Rochester, incorporating lunch with a chance for a short visit to the 
Cathedral and/or the Six Poor Travellers’ House in the High Street. 

�ere will be a co�ee stop at Clacket Lane Services. We will have tea 
at Cobham Hall, leaving at 4.30pm.
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South Downs 
Society 
meeting – 
Norfolk Arms, 
Arundel

Friday 14 November 
A series of very short introductory talks, followed by discussions on 
matters of concern about the South Downs. Buffet lunch at end.

Winchester 
– St Cross 
Hospital and 
Winchester 
College

Wednesday 19 November
The Hospital of St Cross (not a hospital in the modern sense) is a 
living community of elderly gentlemen – the Brothers. On arrival, 
we will split into two groups for coffee and a visit to the very fine 
Norman church, all that remains of the first buildings. Following this, 
we will have guided tours of the other buildings, including the 14th 
Century Brethen Hall. We will then go to the centre of the city by 
coach or take a pleasant walk, less than a mile, along the riverside. 
After lunch, we will have guided tours of the buildings of Winchester 
College followed by tea.

Christmas 
Lunch at 
Petworth 
House
Friday 5 Dec 12 noon for 1pm
This year it will be held in the 
main restaurant at Petworth 
House. Details of menu choices 
etc are set out in the Events 
Sheet.

Rembrandt: 
The Late 
Works at 
the National 
Gallery, 
London

Thursday 8 January 2015 (coach outing)
Following an economic slump in Holland in the 1650s, Rembrandt 
was left bankrupt, forced to sell his wife’s tomb. Yet light still 
prevails in his later portraits, a mix of Dutch grandees and, of 
course, himself.

Weald & Downland Museum – 
Guided Tour
Wednesday 28 January 2015
We have been very fortunate to be offered a guided tour around 
the Museum. Arrive for tea/coffee followed by a comprehensive tour 
and an informative talk (see article on page 4).

Christmas Raffle 2014
Your two books of tickets for this year’s raffle are enclosed – £10 
for a book or £1 a ticket! Buying raffle tickets is one way you can 
support our work. It will ensure that both now, and for generations 
to come, many thousands of people will continue to enjoy the 
peace and beauty of the South Downs. Every contribution is 
needed and very much appreciated.

We have some great prizes this year including a cash prize of £150 
and a night’s bed and breakfast at the Belle Tout lighthouse.

Please return cheques made payable to the ‘South Downs 
Society’ along with counterfoils by Wednesday 3rd December. 
If you do not require the raffle tickets, please pass them on to a 
friend or recycle. Thank you for taking part and good luck!  

Belle Tout Lighthouse B&B for one night is one of the raffle prizes
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Neptune Reawakes
It is 50 years since the National Trust 
launched Neptune, a campaign which 
has saved 775 miles of our coastline 
and they are making special pleas this 
year to support the anniversary with 
further donations.

Within the South Downs they own the 
land around Birling Gap and the Seven 
Sisters (thanks to the Downsmen’s 
1926 e�ort).

A number of celebratory events have 
taken place but there is a further event 
1-5pm on Saturday 5th September. 
This is at Gayles Farm, near Crowlink, 
an open afternoon when admission is 
free to everybody. In the last 30 years, 
the Society has donated various sums 
to the National Trust for projects and 

purchases including:

1989 - £5,000 re: Harting Down

1991 - £5,000 re: Gumber Bothy & 
£10,000 re: Frog Firle Estate (Cuckmere 
Valley)

1995 - £5,000 re: purchase of Devil’s 
Dyke & Saddlescombe

2015 - £33,000 from residue of Jean 
Matthews’ legacy towards conversion 
of dilapidated barn at Saddlescombe 
to an educational facility

With regards to individuals, on Society 
outings about 80% are members of 
the National Trust. So, if you have any 
spare cash, why not support BOTH 
Neptune and the Society - a double 
whammy!

Peter Harris

Finance Committee 
Member
The Finance Committee meets 4 
times a year at the Society o�ce 
in Pulborough to discuss and 
formulate recommendations 
to Council on the Society’s 
�nancial position. We would 
welcome any member who has 
�nancial background who can 
bring further experience to the 
committee’s deliberations.  If 
you would like to know more 
please contact the committee 
chair Patrick Haworth by email at 
m.jpshaworth@btinternet.com

Polo shirts
Why not order one of our new polo 
shirts and show your support for 
the Society? High quality blue polo 
shirts with embroidered South 
Downs Society logo in white.

Available in sizes; 

S (32-34”), M (34-36”)
L (36-38”), XL (38-40”) &
XXL (40-42”)

Price of £15.00 includes UK 
domestic postage & packing. Please 
order on our website or using the 
Activities & Events Booking Form.

Biodiversity: No1 – ‘Starting points’

Birling Gap Sunset © Vivenne Blakey



�ere has been considerable disagreement 
about the means to best to conserve the 
natural environment, particularly since 
WW2.  Some have believed that success 
might be achieved through AoNBs, National 
Parks and other protected areas; targeting 
speci�c species and habitats for protection; 
market mechanisms; or applying market 
values; various Government strategies and 
interventions.  Some of these approaches 
have been successful but sometimes resulted 
in unintended consequences.  Agricultural 
changes have led to extensive loss of �ower 
meadows, resulting in the extinction of 
many species of bees, others being under 
severe threat, and the whole group is 
su�ering.  �e drive to cultivate these 
meadows has led, paradoxically, to the loss 
of the essential bee function of pollinating 
a large proportion of our native food crops.  
Not, perhaps, an insoluble problem but one 
that will bring about a series of unintended 
consequential changes

Appreciation of the variability and role 
of organisms within any habitat, their 
degree of dependence, and their particular 
niches within each ecosystem (and between 
ecosystems of varying complexity) and 
their dependence on climatic and edaphic 
factors is now subsumed in the concept 
of biological diversity.  Each species has a 
relationship with others in a food chain.  
Each has an important niche role that is 
integrated into an essential network of 
organisms, from the large and obvious 
plants and animals through a whole range 
of ‘minibeasts’, plants, fungi, and bacteria 
etc.  Each organism has a part to play in 
the health and survival of each distinctive 
landscape.

“�e variability among living organisms from 
all sources……..includes diversity within 
species, between species and ecosystems”.

�is de�nition was adopted by the 1992 
Convention on Biological Diversity.  �e 
Convention is now signed by some 190 
states and the E.U. �e U.K’s current 
strategy for improving the state of the 
biological environment is set out in 
“Biodiversity 2020”, a strategy which 
encompasses community understanding and 
positive engagement.  It is the stimulus for 
Nature Improvement Areas (NIA), designed 
to restore declining species and habitats 
which have contributed so much to iconic 
landscapes such as the chalk grassland of the 
South Downs, itself a supported NIA.

Such is biological diversity. Removing by 
development, carelessness, or ignorance 
some link in this chain of interdependence 
risks unintended consequences, possibly the 
collapse of an ecosystem, often with the loss 
of natural bene�t to man.  More of this to 
come in future editions.

�is is a scene-setting article to introduce 
a series on what should be the concern 
of everyone but particularly Downsmen 
people.  We will be connecting these articles 
with the society Facebook page and would 
encourage a dialogue through this.  It is 
hoped that you may challenge/correct/add 
to these articles.  We hope we can share 
knowledge and views, all of which will help 
to achieve the community element of the 
biodiversity strategy by embracing views, 
questions and observations from members.  
We hope the outcome may develop another 
strand of SDS concern for the South 
Downs, but only time and your interest will 
tell.

Ian Elliott, June 2015

Nick Herbert is the re-elected Conservative MP for Arundel and South 
Downs.  Here he tells us his thoughts on issues a�ecting the South Downs. 
Will you seek to protect the national park authorities from budget cuts?
I’m afraid that it is necessary to make savings, so it will be more 
important than ever that the South Downs National Park Authority 
spends every pound of public money wisely.  Of course it needs core 
funding, but in covering such a large area the success of the National 
Park Authority was always going to be as an enabler and partner rather 
than a body which could possibly fund everything itself.

Will you seek to increase the opportunities for national parks to 
bene�t from targeted sources of funding such as Local Enterprise 
Partnerships?
There are indeed opportunities here.  The West Sussex Rural Partnership 
is part of the Coast to Capital LEP and can help to ensure that the South 
Downs have a fair share of the substantial resources which have been 
allocated for economic development.  For instance I’ve been working 
with them over how to secure better rural digital access.  We can’t allow 
a digital divide whereby the towns have superfast broadband but some 
rural areas can barely get broadband at all.

Will you enhance the protection against major development in 
national parks with stronger legislation?
National Parks already have the highest level of landscape protection, 
and there’s a presumption against major development.  The 
Government’s Planning Practice Guidance says that planning permission 
should be refused for major development in a national park except in 
exceptional circumstances and where it can be demonstrated to be in 
the public interest.  I’m open to evidence that this is insu�cient, but it 
looks like a sensible balance to me.

Will you invest in public transport, walking and cycling to, from and 
within national parks?
I’m a big fan of initiatives to promote cycling and routes to the National 
Park, and I’m pleased that the Government has provided funding for this 
in the South Downs.  I recently visited one route under construction from 
Barnham Station to Slindon on the edge of the Park.  I hope that we’ll see 
a lot more of this kind of thing which will help to promote access to the 
Park.

Will you seek to ensure that every school child is given an 
opportunity to visit a national park?
Many of the schools in my constituency are either in, or have sight of, 
the South Downs.  I think it’s great if school children who don’t have that 
privilege are given the opportunity to visit the countryside.  I’m very 
supportive of children getting out of the classrooms and their boots 
muddy so that they can see the real countryside and learn about it.

Why do the South Downs matter to you?
As the MP for Arundel & South Downs, representing a rural constituency 
of some 250 square miles, half of which is in the National Park, the South 
Downs are bound to matter to me.  I’m proud to represent such a special 
constituency and I’m determined to protect it.  I live in Arundel and love 
walking on the Downs, which I do regularly.  I think those of us with 
current responsibility for this wonderful area have a duty to protect it for 
future generations.

What do you see as the key opportunities and challenges for the 
national park over the next decade?
I think the key challenge is to ensure that this unique landscape is 

protected.  There are quite a number of current threats to it.  For instance 
the drive for renewable energy has led to a surge in applications for 
large scale solar farms, but I think these can really spoil the landscape.  
Another example is the Forest Enterprise plan for holiday lodges in 
Houghton Forest.  These might provide recreation, but it’s a completely 
inappropriate development which will transform this natural woodland 
to become a suburban-style theme park.  Often these are di�cult 
decisions because they’re about competing priorities, but the whole 
point of designating the South Downs as a national park was to protect 
them, with an overriding duty to conserve the landscape.

How do you view the prospect of major highway investment in the 
national park?
An upgrade of the A27 is essential, including an Arundel bypass.  At the 
moment there’s terrible congestion, forcing tra�c to rat-run through the 
historic town of Arundel and through the South Downs, causing great 
damage.  Storrington has one of the worst levels of air pollution in the 
country.  I think the South Downs and its villages will bene�t from the 
upgrade and the bypass, so this is an example of a development which 
should be allowed, and opposition to it is mistaken.  Much of the A27 
already runs through the National Park, including at Arundel.  A beautiful 
bridge over the Arun could enhance the landscape.  We’ve done that 
kind of thing historically, and the French do it now.

What view do you have on the prospect of wind farms in the 
national park or fracking beneath it?
I’m not aware of any plans for wind farms on the South Downs, at least 
in my constituency, and I don’t think they would be appropriate for this 
special landscape.  The Government is giving communities more local 
control over wind farms as well as ending subsidies for new ones.  I was 
pleased when the Government announced an outright ban on fracking 
in national parks.  My principal concern has been about the casual 
industrialisation of the landscape thought the surface activity of drilling, 
for instance thought the lorry movements involved.  There is another 
concern that drilling might still be permitted below the surface in 
national parks, with lateral wells coming across the boundary even if the 
well head is not in the Park.  However, this would be at enormous depths, 
1.5 kilometres (around 5,000 feet) or more.  To put that in context, it’s 
around the height of Ben Nevis or over �fty times below the deepest 
London underground tunnel.  What matters then is that the activity is 
strictly regulated.

Events

GPS Navigator Event
On Tuesday 19th May we held a free event for our members where 
two members of sta� from Cotswold Outdoor, Brighton came along 
to our o�ce in Pulborough to give an introduction on the various 
types of hand held equipment that is available to walkers at the 
present time. �e opportunity was also taken to give our members a 
chance to see them in action.

�ere is a wide range of di�erent machines now on the market, and 
with prices ranging between £80 - £600 it is important to ensure that 
your investment will be one that best suits your needs. Everyone who 
attended found the morning very informative.

We are considering repeating this event and also possibly linking 
up with Cotswold Outdoor to take members, who already have 
navigators, out on a walk so that they can have explained the various 
functions that are available.

If you are interested in either an introduction event or a walk please 
contact Erica Gayler and we will see if there is enough interest to go 
ahead. Please email erica.gayler@southdownssociety.org.uk or call the 
o�ce on 01798 875073.

Sackville College and 
Scotney Castle
Wednesday 23 September

Sackville College is a 
Jacobean almshouse building 
which still has residents. 
We will have co�ee in the 

common room followed by a tour of the building (about an hour). 
After a lunch stop in Tunbridge Wells (about 1½ hours), we go on 
to visit Scotney Castle (National Trust) – tea there.

Five Churches Tour
Tuesday 27 October

Starting from Steyning, the 
�rst church will be West 
Chiltington (alternative 
starting point), then 
Wisborough Green (co�ee 

stop), Lurgashall (lunchstop at Noah’s Ark pub), Tillington and 
�nally Stopham (tea stop at Garden Centre).

Greatham Concert
Saturday 12th September
South Downs Society members are welcome to attend a choral 
concert by Nick Andrews & Friends performing Handel, Britten 
and Arvo Part at Greatham Church on Saturday 12th September at 
5.30pm.

Greatham Church is a Grade 
1 church and its situation 
between the River Arun and 
the South Downs and this 
concert follows one performed 
last August after Nick & 
friends fell in love with the 
church on a bike ride in the 
area. 

Tickets need to be booked in advance to avoid disappointment as the 
church is very small. �ey cost £15 (in aid of the church) to include a 
simple supper and glass of wine, hopefully in the Manor garden. 

Please email or call Rose at Rosalind.Foster@ukgateway.net or 07954 
993 407 for tickets or alternatively Diana at dianavanderklugt@
btinternet.com or 01798 875663.

We do hope many of our members will be able to attend.Bately Lecture, East 
Meon Village Hall
Friday 06 November

We are delighted to have Rob 
Boutle from the Environment 
Agency Planning Team for 
the Solent and South Downs 

for the annual Bately lecture. After co�ee, he will addressing 
whether there is su�cient water in the SE for the large volume of 
new housing currently under construction in our area.

�ere will also be an update of current SDS issues before lunch 
with a short tour of the village afterwards.

2015 Christmas Lunch
�is will take place on Friday 11 December at Tottington Manor, 
near Hen�eld. Booking details in the next Downsman.

Rochester & Cobham Hall
Thursday 27 August

Cobham Hall near 
Rochester is one of the 
largest Elizabethan houses in 
England. As Nicholas Pevsner 
points out “It is a splendid 

mansion and contains much that is architecturally interesting”. 
Although most of the Tudor furnishings have gone, many of 
the Darnley pictures remain. �e �replaces are an outstanding 
collection. It is now a girls’ school. Before our tour in the early 
afternoon (followed by tea) we will have a stay of over two hours in 
Rochester, incorporating lunch with a chance for a short visit to the 
Cathedral and/or the Six Poor Travellers’ House in the High Street. 

�ere will be a co�ee stop at Clacket Lane Services. We will have tea 
at Cobham Hall, leaving at 4.30pm.
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South Downs 
Society 
meeting – 
Norfolk Arms, 
Arundel

Friday 14 November 
A series of very short introductory talks, followed by discussions on 
matters of concern about the South Downs. Buffet lunch at end.

Winchester 
– St Cross 
Hospital and 
Winchester 
College

Wednesday 19 November
The Hospital of St Cross (not a hospital in the modern sense) is a 
living community of elderly gentlemen – the Brothers. On arrival, 
we will split into two groups for coffee and a visit to the very fine 
Norman church, all that remains of the first buildings. Following this, 
we will have guided tours of the other buildings, including the 14th 
Century Brethen Hall. We will then go to the centre of the city by 
coach or take a pleasant walk, less than a mile, along the riverside. 
After lunch, we will have guided tours of the buildings of Winchester 
College followed by tea.

Christmas 
Lunch at 
Petworth 
House
Friday 5 Dec 12 noon for 1pm
This year it will be held in the 
main restaurant at Petworth 
House. Details of menu choices 
etc are set out in the Events 
Sheet.

Rembrandt: 
The Late 
Works at 
the National 
Gallery, 
London

Thursday 8 January 2015 (coach outing)
Following an economic slump in Holland in the 1650s, Rembrandt 
was left bankrupt, forced to sell his wife’s tomb. Yet light still 
prevails in his later portraits, a mix of Dutch grandees and, of 
course, himself.

Weald & Downland Museum – 
Guided Tour
Wednesday 28 January 2015
We have been very fortunate to be offered a guided tour around 
the Museum. Arrive for tea/coffee followed by a comprehensive tour 
and an informative talk (see article on page 4).

Christmas Raffle 2014
Your two books of tickets for this year’s raffle are enclosed – £10 
for a book or £1 a ticket! Buying raffle tickets is one way you can 
support our work. It will ensure that both now, and for generations 
to come, many thousands of people will continue to enjoy the 
peace and beauty of the South Downs. Every contribution is 
needed and very much appreciated.

We have some great prizes this year including a cash prize of £150 
and a night’s bed and breakfast at the Belle Tout lighthouse.

Please return cheques made payable to the ‘South Downs 
Society’ along with counterfoils by Wednesday 3rd December. 
If you do not require the raffle tickets, please pass them on to a 
friend or recycle. Thank you for taking part and good luck!  

Belle Tout Lighthouse B&B for one night is one of the raffle prizes
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Neptune Reawakes
It is 50 years since the National Trust 
launched Neptune, a campaign which 
has saved 775 miles of our coastline 
and they are making special pleas this 
year to support the anniversary with 
further donations.

Within the South Downs they own the 
land around Birling Gap and the Seven 
Sisters (thanks to the Downsmen’s 
1926 e�ort).

A number of celebratory events have 
taken place but there is a further event 
1-5pm on Saturday 5th September. 
This is at Gayles Farm, near Crowlink, 
an open afternoon when admission is 
free to everybody. In the last 30 years, 
the Society has donated various sums 
to the National Trust for projects and 

purchases including:

1989 - £5,000 re: Harting Down

1991 - £5,000 re: Gumber Bothy & 
£10,000 re: Frog Firle Estate (Cuckmere 
Valley)

1995 - £5,000 re: purchase of Devil’s 
Dyke & Saddlescombe

2015 - £33,000 from residue of Jean 
Matthews’ legacy towards conversion 
of dilapidated barn at Saddlescombe 
to an educational facility

With regards to individuals, on Society 
outings about 80% are members of 
the National Trust. So, if you have any 
spare cash, why not support BOTH 
Neptune and the Society - a double 
whammy!

Peter Harris

Finance Committee 
Member
The Finance Committee meets 4 
times a year at the Society o�ce 
in Pulborough to discuss and 
formulate recommendations 
to Council on the Society’s 
�nancial position. We would 
welcome any member who has 
�nancial background who can 
bring further experience to the 
committee’s deliberations.  If 
you would like to know more 
please contact the committee 
chair Patrick Haworth by email at 
m.jpshaworth@btinternet.com

Polo shirts
Why not order one of our new polo 
shirts and show your support for 
the Society? High quality blue polo 
shirts with embroidered South 
Downs Society logo in white.

Available in sizes; 

S (32-34”), M (34-36”)
L (36-38”), XL (38-40”) &
XXL (40-42”)

Price of £15.00 includes UK 
domestic postage & packing. Please 
order on our website or using the 
Activities & Events Booking Form.
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